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(Dendragapus obscurus)



Other Names: Sooty Grouse, Dusky Grouse, Mountain Grouse, Richardson's Grouse 

Range: Western North American, from southern Alaska through western Canada south to California, Northern Arizona and New Mexico. 

Subspecies: There are eight subspecies divided into two groups, the coastal Sooty Grouse and the interior Dusky Grouse. At one time, these were considered seperate species. D. o. fuliginosus, D. o. sitkensis, D. o. sierrae and D. o. howardi make up the Sooty Grouse group. They are distingushed in being darker than the interior races, rounded tails and the males have a bare yellow patch on the neck visible during courtship. The Dusky Grouse group are lighter, have squared tails and the neck patch is darker yellow to reddish-purple, D. o. richardsonii, D. o. obscurus, D. o. pallidus and D. o. oreinus. 

Habitat: Coniferous forests 

Brief Description: Male, Overall bluish-gray (darker or lighter depending on race) plumage with white mottling on back and breast; the air sacs on sides of neck vary on race from yellow to red surrounded by white feathers; comb above eye is yellow, turning to red during courtship; the tail is black with a gray terminal band (absent in some northern interior races). Female, Similar to male in general apperance, but being mostly brown with white mottling not as intense, much smaller combs above eyes. Both sexes with feathered tarsus and toes. 

Status in Wild: Still considered to be fairly common throughout its range. 

Avicultural Data

Clutch Size: 6 to 9 

Incubation Period: 25-26 days 

Misc. Aviculture Notes: More information to be added at a later date. 

Visitor Submitted Notes: If you would like to add your experiences with this species, send an e-mail to webmaster@gbwf.org.
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DCAS Blue Grouse


