FROM:  GRASS ROOTS GARBAGE GANG

Despite a good blanket of snow and a cancelled tsunami alert, 135 volunteers braved freezing temperatures to find and remove 3 tons of beach litter from under snow and frozen sand. Januarys past have brought us rain blowing sideways, hail pounding down and an array of other weather conditions. While difficult to navigate, keep trash in our collection bags OR stay warm, these previous conditions never ‘hid’ the litter. What a gallant group of beach lovers we have to thank!! 

The January cleanup is our once-a-year opportunity to clean to the very north end of our Peninsula beach. (Endangered Snowy Plovers are ‘in residence’ there during the rest of the year. Cleaning the beach could disturb their nesting, critical to their recovery success.) Cleaning once a year is an eye-opener to what litter can accumulate on an ‘isolated beach’ over time. Tanks, very large containers, enormous Styrofoam chunks, bumpers, headboards and a variety of other litter were removed. Mike and Patti Thompson, of the North Ocean Park adopt-a-beach group, managed to remove a pickup truck canopy dumped just north of Ocean Park several weeks ago. The many windstorms half-buried it and the frozen sand didn’t make it any easier to move, but with fortitude and a good winch, the canopy broke free of its icy stance. Considering the bad storms of our ’06-’07 winter and likely more to come, we can expect to find what’s left ‘buried’ in January on April 21st, our 2nd quarter community cleanup. 

The finds of the day is again the popular topic at the thank-you lunch served after the cleanup at the Peninsula Senior Center. Thanks to Jack’s Country Store, Okie’s Sentry Market, Sid’s, Long Beach Roasters and Berry Patch Restaurant, the Peninsula Senior Center and many individual volunteers for the food, supplies and facility for this lunch. 

Friday night, January 12, after a great community potluck, Julie Tennis, a Cape Disappointment State Park Ranger, discussed the sample collection and necropsy of the whale that washed ashore at Klipsan last October. Since humpback whale beaching is so rare here, this was a special opportunity indeed for the scientists. However, the animal had been afloat for an estimated 4 to 6 days journeying inland, staying afloat by an enormous gas pocket in its expandable mouth. Scientists had little time to collect samples for the necropsy before the animal was buried. The conclusion of the necropsy? The whale’s organs were so badly decomposed it was difficult to determine cause of death. They could tell that the female was at her maximum size, had no obvious trauma or illness, was not pregnant nor nursing a calf. Clammers arriving for a long weekend of clamming in October found a new tourist attraction on the Peninsula when word of mouth spread rapidly about the beached whale. 

A special word of appreciation for the Peninsula Senior Center. Thanks for trusting us enough to allow us to use the facility for our Friday night potluck and to leave it cleaned for the early morning Senior Center Pancake Breakfast the next day. Then allow us to start the volunteer lunch just as the Pancake Breakfast ends, back-to-back. This says something about your commitment to our beach ecosystem.  And thanks to all our volunteers who responsibly met our commitment to the Center’s request for our usage. Incidentally, the Senior Center served that WONDERFUL Pancake Breakfast for only $4. What a feast!!

Next Quarterly Cleanup, April 21st

Mark your calendars for our next community cleanup on Saturday, April 21st. This coincides with other Earth Day cleanups as well as Washington State’s effort for an annual statewide beach cleanup day. We will likely find some little treasures buried from the winter storms and unearthed over time and wind/rain action as well as new additions from greater beach traffic as the days start to warm. So get your family, friends and neighbors geared up for nicer weather in April to go get it!! Formal cleanup time will begin at 9:30. All area beach approaches will welcome walk-on volunteers and provide them supplies and guidance for cleaning. A potluck dinner, complete with our next presentation in our speaker series, is planned for Friday night, April 20th at the Senior Center. And, of course, soup will again be served to all volunteers after the cleanup. More details later. 

Several sections of beach are still waiting to be adopted, including south of Seaview approach, Loomis Lake State Park area many sections north of Oysterville Road in January, and more.

If you have ANY questions about these groups or are interested in adopting, please contact Shelly Pollock at 360 665 5338. We can also use more trucks and drivers to haul bagged collection to dumpsters provided by Pacific County, the City of Long Beach and Cape Disappointment State Park. If you can help in April, please call Shelly. 


Why Do Our Community Cleanups Attract Out-of-town Strangers? 
Ever wonder why total strangers would drive for hours over ice and snowy terrain, arrive in an unknown world, brave freezing temperatures and slippery dunes to join our beach cleanup? That’s just what Dennis and Jan Byerly from Kent and Brian and 4 high-schoolers from Camas did last month. In fact, the sign-in sheets show residents of Cathlament, Vancouver and Kirkland also helped. To find out WHY they came, I interviewed a few. 

Turns out, the motives are mixed. The high school kids from Camas belong to their high school’s Earth Club, founded by a teacher some years ago. Equally adept at introducing extensive recycling and solar panels to the school, a field trip to clean an ocean beach is a perfect outing for this group. Brian Bellamy, their leader, was looking for a really organized beach cleanup after the group participated in one in Oregon last April. Brian packed up Alyssa Eng, Wesley Patridge, Sarah Wolf and Skye Yanagisawa and arrived ready to clean a beach. They were so amazed at the litter they found, including several very large pieces. When given the choice of a hot soup feed on a very cold day or continue to clean before heading back home, they chose to clean. Our hats are off to Camas High School, their Earth Club, Brian, Alyssa, Wesley, Sarah and Skye !!!!!!

The Byerlys from Kent love the ocean beach, heard about the cleanup from our press release that printed in a local paper there, and decided to contribute to what they love. They drove down, stayed in a hotel, joined the potluck on Friday night, cleaned the beach on Saturday and enjoyed the soup feed afterwards. Dennis and Jan were impressed with our community. 

Some members of a scout troop from Auburn are joining our April cleanup because it teaches the kids about environmental issues.  One of the dads wants to stay in the yurts at Cape Disappointment and another dad grew up in Longview and wants to revisit the Long Beach Peninsula. Yes, there are ALL kinds of motives. But the outcome is the same: strangers lending a helping hand to create a clean, safe beach. 


We Know You are OUT THERE!!!

If you walk the beach often, you probably have witnessed other individuals cleaning the beach. And if you clean the beach often, you probably have gotten some interesting looks as well. We are ALL so indebted to those who consistently steward the coastal environment we all love. 

Thanks to all our volunteers, each and every one of you !!! 


While you are adding to your 2007 calendars, 
don’t forget to mark down Thursday, July 5th 

