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EDITORIAL:  Each of us, perhaps, joined DCAS for a different reason.  Some are interested in birds; some in conservation; some in preservation of certain species; some, just looking for something to do.  If no one has said it before, welcome!  Each of you brings special knowledge and talent to this organization.  We ask that you share your interests, concerns, and talents with us.  Not one of us knows everything but, together, we can know a lot and learn more.
Even though this is a small community, we all cannot attend every meeting, hearing, gathering of every worthwhile organization on the Peninsula.  Some of us with special interests and knowledge will faithfully attend certain meetings to gather knowledge and to unite in action.  We ask that you share this information with DCAS, either at regular meetings or through this newsletter so that we all can become better informed on issues and able to join in appropriate action.

If activism isn’t your bag, we still have a place/job for you.  Our Secretary, Joyce Hutton, has resigned.  She’s a tough act to follow, but I know someone will soon step up for the position to take notes at board meetings and regular meetings---be our memory unit---among other duties.  It’s not terribly time-consuming, but important nonetheless.  We also need a Treasurer.  We are a small group, not rich, so careful recording of income and expenses and reporting to the board and members is necessary.  Again, it’s not too time-consuming, but an important position.  We need help calling members to remind them of meetings.  We need help with field trips.  We need help with the ongoing project at Sea Resources.  Our fundraiser needs assistance.  We need an Education Chair to work with the schools.  I could go on, but what I am trying to tell you is that there is a place for each and every one of you.  Just step in and be welcomed.  
FROM THE PRESIDENT:  Welcome to Audubon of Pacific County!  We may be a smaller community than some Chapters but the membership is growing strong.  Our monthly meetings are always at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month (except Dec.) at the PUD building on Sandridge Road.  I would like to meet each and every one of you.  Bring a family member, friend or someone you just met. There is always something interesting going on at Audubon of Pacific County, Washington.
Our website is available for you to display any and all of your wonderful pictures of birds and critters.  Check it out:  www.discoverycoastaudubon.com .

The Board is very busy planning events for lower grades in the fall school term.  They would certainly welcome your input and any volunteer time you have.  Also, there is a new group formed that is exploring the possibility of conserving habitat on Willapa Bay.  If you would like more info, give me a call 642-1310.  I will be waiting for you at each monthly meeting.
Patricia Cruse, Founder and President of Discovery Coast Audubon Society of Pacific County Washington

OPEN HOUSE:  Our first annual Open House, May 20 was a success.  50-60 guests came out of the rain for an afternoon’s entertainment, coffee and cookies.  Sharnelle Fee, Director of Wildlife Rehab of the North Coast (www.coastwildlife.org)  brought birds for all to see and answered questions about the birds and her work.   It is always interesting to see some of the species most of us would never see up close…Black-legged Kittiwake, Saw-whet Owls, among others…yet sad, to see them grounded.  In a perfect world, Sharnelle would be out of work.   Kent and Patti Lindberg were there to assist.  In addition to helping out at the Rehab Center across the River, they operate a triage facility here on the Peninsula.

Jon Schmidt, Interpretive Specialist at Cape Disappointment State Park brought slides and an informative narrative titled “The Birds of Cape Disappointment”.  He cited William Kobbe, who spent several years at Cape D in the late 1800’s when his father was stationed at the then Fort Canby.  Jon’s humor showed through when he referenced several of Kobbe’s comments about the rarity of some of the birds:  “…only two seen by me were shot on May 18,1898….one specimen shot by me out of a flock of three…only two specimens shot during fall migration of 1897…”  As if to ameliorate these comments, Jon quoted Audubon’s complaints about the toughness of the meat of several of the species he had shot.  Hmmm.  Many differences in Cape D since that time, in the abundance and variety of species, and in the actual physical make - up of the area.  Jon showed us old maps and aerial photographs he has taken.  It is amazing the amount of land that has accreted since the late 1800’s.
WINNERS:

Jim Harrison:  “Bird Songs” door prize at open house

Jack McBride:  “Audubon Heron” an original watercolor by Don Nisbett-winning ticket sold by Keith Mahoy

FIELD TRIPS:  Discovering Birds Together will be the theme of our field trips this year.  The first will be July 11, 7 am at Waikiki Beach.  Bring books, binoculars, scopes, lunch/snack/water, and a good attitude.   These trips will be held quarterly, and will alternate between weekdays and weekend, so, we hope, more people will be able to attend.   Experts especially welcome to share wisdom!

SEA RESOURCES:  Help! Help!  Volunteers needed June 30, 10 a.m.-3p.m. at the old Chinook Hatchery.  Bring garden tools…power and not…for general clean-up of the area.  In the future, there will be planting and gazebo repairs and bridge replacement, so we will need all sorts of skills.  Bring your lunch and drinks.  Questions?  Contact V.P. Carolyn Mahoy, Project Coordinator, at keithandcarolyn@centurytel.net
BIRD STORIES:  Jim Unwin asks that you e-mail him any questions, photos, suggestions, stories, for the column he is writing for the Observer.  Birds, critters, conservation…let’s keep him thinking!  jimunwin50@gmail.com
MEETINGS:  Always 2nd Monday of each month (except Dec.), PUD on Sandridge Rd.


April:  State Park Ranger Julie Tennis regaled us with tales of her new duties As “Enforcer” on the beach.
She keeps the beach safe for us all, birds, humans, and critters.  Her patrol of the beach affords her the



opportunity to rescue many injured birds, and also to take some really great photos of birds in action.  
The Peregrine Falcon photo sticks out in my mind, along with the information about their eyes and 
the ability to process visual information at amazing speed.  Watch out for our birds and critters as you 
drive on the beach.


May:
Kent and Patti Lindberg brought stories and pictures of their work at Wildlife Rehab.  Patti works 
with the birds and Kent helps keep things in repair at the aging facility, along with feeding any 
nestlings every 15 minutes!  Although the main focus at the center is birds, the occasional 
mammal arrives.  Patti told a poignant story about a baby beaver which had been mauled by dogs.  
Too young for surgery or large doses of antibiotics to prevent infection, the young beaver soon 
succumbed to the massive internal injuries.  Keep your dogs on a leash, please.  

June:
Tom Kollasch, Program Director Willapa, Ellsworth Creek, gave an extremely interesting 
and informative overview of The Nature  Conservancy’s overall goals, and plans specific to the Ellsworth 
Creek Preserve.  It is hoped the area can be restored to old growth status, which is a highly diverse forest 


structure.  Yes, the mammoth trees will be there for the Marbled Murrelets to plop their little plump



bodies on and raise their young.  Yes, the very high concentration of amphibians will be preserved, 


including the Van Dykes salamander which only appears in this area.  The forest will be multi-layered,



with snags (perhaps created by girdling trees) and fallen timber.  A knowledge of the historical conditions 


in the area is essential.  Douglas Fir did very well several hundred years ago in a drier period.  Should


the global warming threats prove out, they may do well again.  He also gave a good piece of advice for 

those concerned about conservation of what’s left on our peninsula:  
Get involved in land-use planning now.


July:  
Game Wardens will speak about habitat, critters, and answer questions about any concerns we may have.


Aug.
TBA

Sept.
Swede and Carole Warneke are bringing their slides and will



Speak about their birding trip to Namibia.

Well, that’s about it for our first issue of “Chatter”.  It is, and probably always will be, a work in progress.  Please send suggestions, ideas, tips, hints, notes….maybe even a guest editorial to me (Rosemary Hallin) macy.hallin@gmail.com  .  Please put DCAS in the subject field so it won’t get eaten by my spam monster.
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